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SPEECH 


AGAINST 


Continuing  the  Army, ^c. 

As  it  was 

Spoken  the  4th  Day  of  December^  1 7 1  t. 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

By  W^^^~  i'iii^r  Efq; 

Who  was  committed  Prifoner  to  the 
Tower ^  for  fome  Paflages  in  it. 

SIR, 

^"k'k^^i'k^  Congratulate  ^  the   Honour  able  *  Gcr\6ta\ 

■^1^^^^  Pfr/i;?  below,    on  his  being  re-  ^ J* 

iSS  I  §^  ftored  to  the  good  Opinion  of 
??S^sl<l^i5^  f  the  Learned  Gmtlemm,  who  f  Sir  % 
:^^.^:fif{.if  fpoke  lail:.  For  it  is  not  long 
fince  he  complimented  (I  will  not  fay  fe- 
tered)  Another,  at  the  Expence  of  diat 
A   2  Hsnour^ 
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Honour  Able  Perfon^    and  moft  of  the  Cenerd 
Officers  in  this  Kingdom. 

But  as  to  the  (^uflion  before  us;  'tis  nay 
Misfortune  to  differ  from  the  le.tmeoi  Gen- 
tleman m  A LL  he  hath  advAnced^  which, 
when  dripped  of  fome  Excurfions,  may  be 
reduced  to  thefe  Two  Fropofithns: 

THAT  the  only  Danger  of  Continuing 
the  A  R  MT  u  the  Exfence  of  tt, 

THAT  rve  ought  to  co?nply  with  the 
Number  of  Forces  fropos  d^  becaufe  it 
IS  dem.inded  by  the  f^J  NG,  who  is  the 
befi  'judge  of  our  NeceJJities, 

I  do  not  object  to  the  firH  Reafon,  that 
tl'iC  Phrafe  is  a?nbiguot^s^  and  that  it  i-s  diffi- 
cult to  know  what  he  means  by  the  Dan- 
ger of  the  Expence.  But,  if  I  under/land 
him,  the  Anjwer  is  obvious.  For  though 
the  Expence  is  doubtlefs  a  Matter  highly 
deferving  the  Confideration  of  this  Houfe^ 
whofe  liufmefs  and  Duty  it  is  to  difpofe  of 
the  publick  Many  with  the  utmoft  Fruga- 
lity i  yet  it  is  by  no  means  the  chiefs  or 
only^  Argument  againll  Keeping  up  An 
Army  in  time  of  Peace.  The  cheif  Argu- 
went.,  witli  great  SubiiiifTion,  is,  That  the  i 
Civil  and  Military  Power  cannot  long  frb/ij} 
together  ;  That  a  Standing  Army  tn  time  of 
Peace  will  nccejfarily  impede  the  free  Ex^^u- 
tion  of  the  Laws  of  th2  Land.      And  'tis 

tha'efore 
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tHei'efofe  very  extraordinary,  that  the  Ecc^ 
fence  fiiould  be  thought  the  only  Darjger 
(to  ufe  his  own  Terms)  of  a  StAfjdmg 
Jrmy^  by  a,  Ferfon^  whofe  Proffffion  and  fre- 
fent  StAtwn  oblige  him  to  make  thcfe  L^ws 
his  first  Care ;  and  that  it  fhould  be  urged 
as  fuch,  in  this  Placfj  where  fo  ma^Jji  Millions 
have  been  chearfully  graced  for  the  Defer^ce 
of  Th^m* 

The  fecofjd  Reafon  is  no  more  conclufife 
than  the  frH,  as  I  hope  to  make  appear  in 
the  Sec^uel  of  what  I  have  to  offer. 

Gentlemen  have  infiikd  much  on  the 
great  Grace  and  Faz'our  (hewn,  in  Reducing 
the  Army  hnce  the  Beginning  of  the  Ult 
Seffion;  and  I  prefume  not  to  fay,  that  we 
were  deceived  into  the  Vote  then  given  foi' 
maintaining  Thirty  Two  Thousand 
Men,  becaufc  we  always  proceed  with 
the  utmoft  Caution  and  Cr,-cu7f^fpecfwn,  and 
becaafe  the  deep  De;ig?is  of  the  ^'  iVEDIS  H 
PLOT,  which  occaficned  fuch  terrible  Ap-^ 
prehenjions  amongft  us,  have  fmce  been  fi^lij 
dif covered  to  the  World. 

But  however  mjely  it  was  then  done,  I 
hope  never  again  to  fee,  either  the  fame 
IS'umher^  or  near  the /^wf  Corps,  after  fome 
Artful  Reduciions,  continued  in  this  Nation 
in  time  of  Peace,  on  any  Pretence^  on  any 
A}prehenfions  whatfoever. 

I  will  not  trouble  you,  vS>,  with  my  Re',narks 

on  the  Fallacy  of  thofe  Reductions.     Thev  have 

been  fufficiently  exposed  by  \  a  Gcntlema^^^ 

fMr,  jr^ — ^w  ^vho 
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xvho  is  better  informed  of  the  Secret  of 
that  Jfatr,  and  who,  (I  am  glad  to  Bnd) 
when  he  is  contending  for  the  Service  of 
his  Country,  is  no  more  afraid  than  my- 
felf,  of  being  called  a  "Jacobite,  by  thofe^ 
who  want  other  Arguments  to  fupport  their 
Debates, 

Our  prefent  Confederation  is,  Whethef 
there  are  any  Reafons  to  induce  us,  as 
our  Circumstances  now  ftand,  to  keep  up 
Above  Sixteen  Thousand  Men, 
with  Officers  for  aUnost  double  that  Number  • 
and  Whether,  if  we  fliould  confent  to' 
keep  them  up,  we  fhould  acJ  (as  His 
Majefij  dehrcs  we  fhould  )  agreeably  to  the 
Confiitution  of  thefe  Isjngdoms,  and  confequently 
to  the  Prwcipies  on  which  his  Government  is 
founded. 

Now,    in    Virtue    of    that    freedom    of 
Speech  we  are  all  entitled  to^  I  beg  Leave 
to   declare   my  Opinion,    That  tlie  Keep- 
ing up  the  Number  propofed,    is  fo  far  from 
being  neceffary  to  our  Protection^    that  it  mil 
k'    inconfijtejit   with    our  Safety^    and    an  ex- 
cefjlve  Burthen  to  His  Maje/tfs  good  Subjects, 
Nor   do  I  think  it  poffiblc   any  Arguments 
can    be    invented    (none    I  am  fu re   have 
been  yet    otTered  )    to  incline   an  Houfe  of 
Commons    at  this  Time^  when  we  are  m  a 
profound  Tranquillityy    fome  Domestick 
i^  E  u  D  s  excepted,  to  fubmtt  to  that^  which 
every  Mmdtr^  every  Lover  of  Liberty,  mufk 

own, 
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own,  ahftracfedly  confidered^  tobeAGRiE" 
VANCE,  and  fuch  m  One^  as  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  fubmitted  to,  but  in  that  mod 
defperate  and  deplorable  Circumfiance^  where  ic 
is  to  be  chofen  as  the  Icfs  Evil. 

I  know  thefe  Ajfertiom  interfere  with 
what  is  laid  down  in  the  fecond  Par.'>.qraph 
of  Hts  Majefifs  S  P  EECH.  But  we  are 
to  confider  that  Speech,  as  the  Compofition 
and  Advice  of  his  Minijlry,  and  are  there- 
fore at  Liberty  to  debate  every  Proportion 
in   it  ;    efpecially  f  Those,    which 

SEEM    RATHER    CALCULATED    FOR 

THE  Meridian  of  GERMANY, 
THAN  OF  GREAT-BRITAIN. 

'Tis  the  Only  Infelicity  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's    Reign ,    That  f  H.e    is    u  n  a  c- 

Q^U  A  I  N  T  E  D    WITH    OUR    LANGUAGE 

AND  Constitution;  and  'tis  there- 
fore the  more  incumbent  on  his  Britifh 
Minijiers  to  inform  him,  That  our  Govern- 
mem  does  not  ll:and  on  the  fame  Founda- 
tions with  his  German  Dominions ,  which, 
by  Reafon  of  their  Situation  and  the  Nature 
cf  thetr  Confiitutwny  are  obb'ged  to  keep  up 
Armies  tn  Ttme  of  Peace,  Nor  is  it  in  the 
leaft  to  be  wondered  ar,  That  Bts  Majefy, 
who  hath  fpent  the  earlier  Part  of  his  Ltfe 
m  thofe  Dominions,  Hiould  think  Sixteen, 


t  Thefe  were  the  two  Parages  which  gave   Offence, 
xnd  for  which  He  was  coirmitced  rc>  the  lo^er. 


or 


(  8  ) 

or  even  Thirty  Two,  Thousand' 
M  f  >;  might-  be  conwued  in  fo  rich  and 
powerful  A  N/iiian^  as  this  is,  without  being 
A  'burthen  to  \i.  But  when  he  fhall  come 
to  underftand,  That  the  [miller  Number  in 
'lime  of  Voice  would  be  deftructive  to  that 
Security  and  Eafe  of  his  People ,  for  which 
he  expreffes  fo  tender  a  Regard,  he  will 
doubtlefs  be  convinced,  That  thofe  ad  moft 
conformably  to  thetr  Dutyy  and  his  Interejl^ 
who  (as  true  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  )  are 
againft  continuing  more  TROOPS,  than 
have  been  ufuallj  thought  and  found  fuffici- 
ent^  in  the  ja7ne  Sttuation  of  Affairs,  for  the 
Sffppart  of  the  Cro)vn  and  the  Safety  of  the 
}\jngdom, 

I  am.  therefore  at  a  Lofs,  to  conceive 
ho^v  Gentlemen  can  perfwade  themfelves, 
That  the  Complying  with  this  extraordinary 
Demand  would  promote  His  Mayfly's  6Vr- 
tice.  For  it  fuppofes  not  only  a  Diflrusty 
but  a  Weaknefs  in  the  Government ;  as  if  nei- 
ther the  Jjjeciions  of  the  People  at  Hoine, 
nor  the  Treaties  of  our  AUtes  Abroad,  were 
to  be  depended  on  :  Which  is  a  l^hought 
fo  tn'\urtouSy  fo  contradictory  to  fome  joltmn 
A^arances  fro-m  the  Throne,  that  no  one  will 
f re  fume  to  advance  it  openly  in  this  Houfe^ 
or  elfewhere  ;  and  yet  it  is  all,  in  my  hum- 
ble Apprehenfion,  included  in  this  Motion, 
Nothing,  indeed,  can  alienate  the  Hearts 
nf  the  People  from  His  Majefly  ;  but 
■  '(ch   Jtfemrts  have    formerly  proved  fatal 

to 
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to  Frirtces  of  lefs  conjummate  Wtfdom  and 
Vertue.  Nor  are  we  to  imagine,  That 
the  famf  Grievance  is  not  equally  mijchievoHs 
in  the  Reign  of  a  good  Prince^  as  of  a  bad 
One,  'Tis  fometimes  more  fo,  becaufe  lefs 
expected,  and  lefs  guarded  againft. 

Surely  His  Majejlj  will  have  no  jufl: 
Caufe  to  doubt  the  Continuance  of  that  Zjal 
for  the  Good  of  our  Country^  jvhich  (  he  is 
pleafed  to  fay  )  hath  been  fo  eminently  con- 
fficuous  in  every  Sejjion  of  this  Parliament , 
ii  we  make  the  Pate  of  other  Nations  a 
Document  to  ourfelves  on  this  Occafion  ; 
ii  we  think,  That  the  Keeping  up  4  Lt-ger 
Number  of  Forces,  than  is  abfolutely  n^cejfary^ 
too  dangertitis  an  Experiment  to  be  often  re^ 
peated. 

Let  Gentlemen  look  round  Europe,  and 
they  will  find,  That  fome  of  the  freeeJi 
and  braveit  People  in  it  have,  by  this  ve^ 
ry  Method,  loft  their  Liberties,  They  ^'ill 
find,  That  the  Civil  Power  was  from  Time 
to  Time  drawn  in,  by  pretended  Extgencies 
to  allow  and  maintain  m  armed  force  in 
Peace  ;  which  ,  as  they  at  frsi  thought , 
and  were  inflrucfed  to  believe,  was  in- 
tended y  to  add  Strength  to  their  Autho- 
rity,  to  fecure  them  in  the  PoiTeiTion  of 
their  Religion's  and  Political  Rights,  to 
n^atch  the  ambitious  Def.ms  of  their  Neioh- 
bour  Nations,  and  to  preferve  the  Baflancg 
of  Power.  Glorious  Intentions, 
if  they  had  prov'd  Real!    But,  thjMgh 

U  ther 
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they  ufed  .all  pojjthle  Frec.mtion ,  though 
they  made  it  the  Ccndition  of  their  EfiabUffj^ 
menty  That  the  forces  fiioiild  be  disha?}ded, 
when  the  extraordwArj  Occafio/?,  for  which 
they  were  raifed^  ceafed  ;  yet  they  per- 
,iceived  too  Lite ,  That  their  Condition  was 
pot  bindings  That  they  had  ereQed  a  Power 
f lifer iour  to  themfelves ,  That  the  Soldierjy 
when  they  had  tafled  the  Sweets  of  Autho- 
ritjy  would  not  part  with  it,  and.  That 
EVEN  THEIR  PRINCES 
( after  thefe  temporary  Qcmeffions  made  to 
them)  began  to  think,  that  ruling  hj  an 
Army  was  a  more  eafy ,  a  more  comfendi^ 
OH-Sy  V^2^.y  C)^  Government y  than  acting  under 
the  Reflraints  and  Limitations  of  the  Laws 
'Cf  their  Country.  And  now  they  wear 
The  Chains,  which  they  put  round 
^their  own  Necks,  and  lament  the  Lofs  of 
that  FREE  DOM  J  which  they  ur/happHy 
c^pnfented  to  defiroyy  and  which  could  ne- 
ver have  been  deftroyed  without  their  C<?;?- 
fent. 

But  there  is  no  need  of  fetching  Argu- 
guments,  on  this  Suhjtciy  from  foreign  Na- 
tions,    Our  own  istoo  well  acquainted  with 
the  Ejf eels    of  ' continuing   an  armed    Force  in 
'.Teace,.  not  to  apprehend  every  Thing  from 
It,  be  l\\Q  pretence  ViQWQ^  (o  Jpeciom-. 
.'Twould    be   mifpending   our   Time,    to 
recount  the  Mifdnefs^  which  have  from  hence 
*  happened  to  this  Nation-,  and  I  will  not  run 
tack  .'to  former  Reigns,    But  I  cannot  for- 
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feear  obferving  (what  -f-  my  'very  good  F/ie;^d  yaSa-ei, 
near  me  hath  already  hinted  )  that  it  was 
the  great  Grievance  complained  of  in  the 
BiU  of  Rights^  and  was  that^  from  which 
th©  Revolutio'/j'  was  to  deliver  us.  KING 
JI^/LL/^M  himfelf,  after  the  Peace  of 
Ryfwick,  could  not  obtain  above  TEN 
THOUSAND  MEN,  though  he  had 
then  a  more  enter^rizing^  and  a  more  ^ower- 
fui^  Prime  to  deal  with,  than  any  now 
in  this  Part  of  the  World.  And  the 
Proceedi/?g  of  that  Houfe  of  .Commons  muft 
be  ever  juftify'd  by  thofe,  who  have  the 
leaH  Concern  i'Or  our  Conftitution^  notwith- 
ftanding  fome  ungrounded  Infmuations^  that 
it  involved  us  in  a  long  and  expenfive  War, 
Befides,  it  is  every  Year  declared  in  the  Aci 
of  Mutiny  and  Dejertion,  That  the  Keeping 
up  a  Standing  Army  in  Time  of  Peace  is  againji 
Larv ;  aod  as  the  Freeing  us  from  it,  was  one 
of  the  Ends  of  the  Revolution^  fo  no  doubt 
the  Preferving  us  for  ever  from  any  Attempt 
of  the  like  Nature^  was  one  of  Those 
Innumerable  Glorious  Ad- 
vantages proposed  by  the  ACT  OF 
SUCCESSION. 

But  it  hath  been  urged,  that  the  Confent 
of  Parliament  reconciles  ail,  and  that  Forces 
jo  continued  are  not  to  be  accounted  a  fianding 
Army^  because  they  are  int endued  to  keep  out  ** 
ftanding  Army ;  which  (with  the  |j  noble  Lordh  ^dM-th 
L^ave,  who  makes  the  Diftindion)  is  a 
B  a  NQtioa 
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Notion  toofney  too  Chimeric  aly  to  be  main- 
tain'd. 

I  know  indeed   it  is  explained  borfi  in 
the  Bill  of  Rights^  and  in  the  AB  of  Mutiny 
a/id  Defertion^  that  the  keeping  up  a  Jiand- 
in^   Arm)  in    Time  of  Peace    is  illegal  only, 
if  done  without  Conjent  of  Farliament.    Now 
this  in  no  Sort  weakens  the    Argument,  as 
to   the  Inconvenience  and  O^frefjion^  of  which 
I  am  fpeaking.     For,  tho'  the  Parliament^  in 
theie  Declaratory  Laws^  feems  to  put  in  its  Claim 
only  againft   the  Incroachments  of  the  Crown^ 
from   whence   it    fuppos'd  fuch    Oppreffions 
were  more  likely  to  come,  than  from  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People',  yet  the  Confent 
of  Parliament    cannot   alter    the  Nature    of 
Things^  cannot  hinder  the  fame  Caufes  from 
Producing  the  fame  Ejfecfs.     An  Armyjthd* 
kept  up    by    Confent  of   Parliament^    will, 
like   other     Armies^    foon    know     its    own 
Strength,    will   in    Probability  purfue  the 
Dictates     of   Self-Prcfcrvation,     and    rather 
choofe  tQ  d/ffolve  that  Authority  with  which 
it  is   incompatible^   than  tamely  fubmit  to  its 
own    Dijfolution.     An  Army^  tho'  kept  up 
by    Confent    of    Parliament^    if  it    hath    no 
Enemies  Abroad^  will  be  apt  to    make  De- 
predations at  Horns ;  and  I  wiOi  there  hath 
not    been    fomething  of  that    KJnd   done 
this  I  aft  Tear  :     I    wifh  we  have  no  Com- 
plawts,    from  feme  of  our    own   mojt   confi- 
derable  Parliamentary  Corporations,  cf  Soldiers 
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deniAndin^free   Quarter^   and  Infttlting    the 
Chief  Magi  ft  rates    for   Exertin :  the   Fowec 
we  have  lodged  with    them,    and    endea- 
vouring   to    redrefs    the  Grievances    of    the 
toor  Inn-keepers  and  Inhabitants.      Nay,  the 
Confent  of   Parliamer.'t  is  fo  far  from  alter- 
ing the  Nature  and  Gtnifts  of  Armies^   thac 
«  Farliament-Army    (confifting  of  about  the 
Number    now  defnandfcl )    once    committed 
greater  Outrages^    and  gave   a  deeper  Wound 
to  the  Conftitution^    than   all  the   Armies  of 
the  Cro'vn  have   ever  done  ;    and  THAT 
ARMY    was    the  Creafure  of   A    PAR- 
LIAMENT,   n^hich     had  eftabUJb'd   it- 
felf       But,    if  we   wer€    to  admit,    for 
Argument'^s  fake,    That  the  Confent  of  Par- 
liament CO  aid  make  Armies  more  tarae  and 
ductile ,    than  they  would   otherwife  be  ;    I 
think  however,    it   wcuid  net  be  advifa- 
ble    for    a   Farliamenty    that    intends   to  aci 
rationally,     and    agreeably^    either    to   the 
Principles  on  which  His  Majejifs  Government^ 
or  its  own  Power,  is  founded,  to  familiarize 
a  Military  Force  to  this  Free  Nation.     For  the 
very  Name  and  Terror  of  it,  would  (  with- 
out OppreiTion  )    ar^e  and   fubdae  the  Spi- 
rits of  the  People,    extinguijb  their  Love  of 
Liberty,   and  beget  a  mean  and  abject  A:- 
qute fence  in  Slavery. 


S    I    Ry 
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We  have  already  fufpended  Some  Laws, 
and  repealed  Others,  to  comply  with  the 
Neceffities  of  the  Adminiflration.  But  pray 
let  us  not  go  further,  let  us  not  go  on  to 
continue  the  Army,  or  the  greatefi  Fart  of  tt  : 
For  fo  long  as  it  is  continued,  fo  long  is  the 
ivhole  Confiitution  fufpended,  or  at  leaii:,  /> 
the  Mercy  of  thofe,  whom  we  arm  againft 
it. 
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A 

SPEECH 

AGAINST 

Continuing  the  Anny,^c. 

As  it  was 

Spoken  the  <^th  Day  of  'December^  ^7^7' 

I  N    T  H  E 

Houfe  of  Commons. 

By  E—  J ,  Efq; 

SIR, 

^W^  Shall  not  wx^.e  the  Time  of  the 
^^^^  C^???w?>/fe  in  making  an  Apology 
S§i  I  ^^  for  meddling  in  this  Queftion ; 
^'^^^?  ^^nce  I  apprehend  whatever  I 
^'^^■■^*  can  yet  call  my  own,  to  be  At 
Stake  in  the  Event  of  it.  Whether  the  Ar- 
rnj  j[ball  be  dishnded^  or  com^ued^  in  Tiwe 
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of  Peace  ?  Whether  m  fliall  be  governed 
hy  the  Magifirate ,  or  the  Soldier  ?  or , 
Whether  wc  fliall  be  hofjd  or  free?  are, 
in  my  Opinion,  Quefiiom  of  the  fame  Im^ 
fort, 

I  think  myfelf  juftlffd  in  faying  this, 
from  the  Examples  of  wt?f/^  Countries  in  £«- 
rc>/«?.  They  were  once  free^  but  if  it  be  in- 
quir'd,  how,  from  aSxATE  of  FREE- 
DOM, they  funk  into  SLAVERT,  it 
will  appear,  That  their  common  Ruin  has 
froceeded  from  the  Continuance  of  Regular 
Troops  in  Pay^  after  the  Occafion^  for  which 
they  were  ;v/i'i;?.  v/as  over. 

That  this  Ifl.iiU  has  retained  its  PRE  E- 
D  O  M  longer,  than  the  Countries  on  the 
Continent^  has  been  imputed  to  its  Situa" 
tion ;  which  not  being  io  much  expofed  to 
the  Incurfwns  of  its  Neighbours,  there  was 
not  the  like  Pretence  for  Keeping  up  Regu* 
Ur  Troops,  But  the  Prefervation  of  our  Li- 
terties  to  this  Time,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  ra- 
ther to  be  afcribed  to  the  due  Senfe  our 
Forefathers  had  of  the  Danger  the  i^ubltck 
underwent  from  intruding  Princes  with  a 
Jtanding  Force  in  Time  of  Peace.  And  alfo 
to  the  Meafure  obferved  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^  in  giving  fuch  Supplies  Onljy  as 
enabled  the  Prince  to  live  in  the  full  En- 
joyment of  his  Prerogative^  without  put- 
ting it  into  his  Powell'  to  affeH  the  Liberties 
of  the  Suhje£f. 

Froi^ 
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From  the  frH  credible  Account  of  Things 
ta  ^his  Kjngdom ,  down  to  Ki'^g  Charles 
the  Second* s  Ttme^  I  can  find  no  InflancCy 
where  the  Crorvn  kept  up  f/.eguLrr  Troop  in 
Time  of  Peace ^  that  of  Richard  the  Secor^d  ex- 
cepted. 

He  lived  in  a  tcmfejlucus  Age  ;  he  bad 
Wars  ahro.id^  and  Comf/.'otions  at  hon:e»  The 
FIRST  REBELLION,  headed  by 
WATT  T  T  L  E  R^  was  cori^pofed  with- 
out  Shedding  the  Blood  of  anv  one  of  the 
Rebels,  fave  TTLER  H  I'M  S  E  L  F  : 
The  Kj^g  g2iVQ  them  good  Words-,  they 
laid  down  their  Arms  ^  went  /;cw<?,  and 
were  all  pardon'd.  ANOTHER  RE- 
BELLION, of  the  Men  of  K,Ej\  T  and 
ESSEX,  broke  out,  which  occajion'^d  the  Kjng^s 
Raifing  an  Army  of  Forty  Thou  I  and  Men, 
The  Rebels  apply'd  by  Petition  to  have 
their  Liberties  and  Eranchifes  allowed  them. 
But  the  Kjng  fpoke  to  thcfe  in  a  different 
Style  ;  he  told  them,  SLAVES  THEY 
WERE,  AND  SLAVES  THEY 
SHOULD  BE.  Five  Hundred  of  them 
were  cut  to  Pieces  in  the  Field,  and  Fifteen 
Hundred  of  them  were  afterward  executed 
in  cold  Blood. 

This  Severity  a^v^d  the  Nation  -for  awhile. 
But,  the  Dij content  of  the  People  afterwards 
increafin^y  about  the  Twentieth  Year  of 
his  Reign  a  Parliamen-  was  call'd,  and, 
to  ufe  the  HifioriaKS  Words,  leail  I  fhould 
vffend    any  tender  Ear,     '•  All   Endea'vours 

C  ''  fi'cre 
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^^sivAn  ~u(i-d,   td    jurocure     fuch    a   Parliame^it^ 

'•^•aiAvonU  concur -..rvitl)  the  K/^g^  ^'^fe'^-^-" 

BctbYe  they  metv  Forces  were   rais'd    ''  to 

/'  attend    and   guard    the    Parliament  ;    which 

'^ir,tight  .at .  the.  .jawe  Time    be    an  jlwe    upon 

"  any  Refractory  Members.  "      1  ouching  the 

JSIlimhhs    of    which    this    Army   confifted , 

jriiftory  is  filait :     This  only  we  are  given 

to  know,   that  Four  Thoufarid  of  them  were 

ARCHERS,    and  that  many  of  them 

were  C  HE  S.Hl  R  E-M'El^^.      It  is  not 

tQ  the,  frcfc/?-S  'Pf/rp'ofe  to  go  over  the  Extra- 

wagnncies  of  t\\3.t  Parliament. 

^nilnto  what  a  vSV^/e  Things  were  brought 

hY!ith.'pt^  Kj^g^^  Condcici'^   .appears  from   an 

(Xkfer%'^kiou.  i^'^d<XthY   the    jame    Hifiorian , 

\  wilQ^,  iialys,  '^^-ThAt    the  .I\jng    having  thus 

'^UyejiMjh.d  his ,  Power ^     and   put  him/elf  be- 

■^'•jgjsnd  :a!l  Oppofi'tion^   thought   himfelf  /ecu re, 

^^:arfd  an  abfoluM ^Prince,     But  it  being  laid 

t^  upon   jmh    ayFcundation ^     as    begat   many 

^ '  'Dtjconle}its   atKong  the  People y .    all  the   Fa- 

^^}hrich  pro%>'^d  weak^    and  was  foon   follorv^d 

.*^.jmth  Umentahle  Rum.  "     ^Y  hen  that  Kjng'^s 

j fairs  gi'^w.  defper^f^y  an  Oath  was  Fequir'd 

from  .  t  he  Dub    of   Lane  after  ,     a  fte  r  w  a  rd  s 

Hewj  the  Fourth,  that  he  fliould  caufe  the 

King  to  fend,  home   the  CHES  HIR  E- 

GUARD,  which  was. accordingly  done. 

i    obferve^  in  the    Debate,    it    has  been 

taiyn  fpr  granted,    That  the  Croivn  oj^  En- 

■ghf?^Ax^s  a!Rrgbt  to  a  y umber  qF  Regft- 

£  td^ . .  'TrdoPSy  -^  und  e  t    t  h«. .  I^eKominat  ion    of 

,v.^  ^  GUARDS, 
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GUARDS.      This   is  a  Notion  I  can  In- 
no  means  m^e  into.     It  was   not  fo  .1^  A/:- 


tiatio. 


The  /"^iT  Gu.trds  we  iiear  of  ( the  Tt'*?- 
wf;2  <?/'  /"//^  Guardy  which  were  coz/frituted 
bv  Henrj  the  St'i.e/ith ,  being,  of  anathei* 
Kind)  were  in,  Charles  th e, Second^ s  Tii;jc:- 
That  Prince,  immediately  after  his  Refroxa--' 
tion^  got  tog;etlier  a  fmaU  Number  of.  GiUitds, 
which  at  firll:  feemM  to  bii  meant  sinly^ 
to  ad  J  to  the  Frrr//p.i^e  and  Svln/dor  of  the 
C<3//?Y.  But  it  icon  appeared,  that  he  had 
other  flens :  The  Guards,  bv  adding  ?4tyt 
jto  Troops  and  Comp.i;!fesj  and  Iroqps  and" 
tlofnpitmcs  to  Repif-nents^  A%'crs  i/}finl:blj.  iyii 
ct£AJed:\{o'i\\^\im  the  Year  1677,  they 
were  got  up  to  F  i  v  e  T  h o  li  s  a  n  d  E  ig  h  t 
Hundred  Ninety  iVl  K  N.  .Few 
Selfwns  pafs'd,-  bat  they  were  taken  Notice? 
of  in  the  Houie  of  Cornnrons^  and  thoGglv 
Money  was  not  ask'd  of  'parliament  fpr  their 
Support,  yet  they  oecajioned  a  general  "I" .  r- 
(jn^s. 

About  that  Time,  there  was  a  Profpeci 
of  a  War  with  Iv.-  ^;^  or>  wlilch  Pretence 
an  Army  \V2^s  rais'a.  But,  the  IV ^r  not 
proceeding,  an  Acl  pabM,  which  gave 
the  Kjng  Six  Hun  ^>  iv  r  d  and  N  ;  n  l- 

TEEN      T  H  O  U  S-A  :  ' ' '  H  K  E  E      HUN- 

DRED AND  Eighty  _  ^  g  k  t  P  o  u  n  d  s 
for  dt  St  an  ding  the  Arm).  When  tlie  Par- 
Uament  met  again,  they  were  told  from 
fhe  Throne^  "  That  the  forc^j  wen;  ftill  kept 
.'•■      '  '       C  2  ''  on 
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^*  oyi  Toot  for  the  Prefervatioft  of  our  Neigh' 
*'  bourSy  who  otheriviie  k^d  Ahjolutsly  defpair- 
^^  ed  ;  and  for  freferi'i-fjg  what  was  left  in 
*'  Flanders  ;  and^  that  the  Kjr?g  tvas  conf- 
-*  dfnt  tm  Bodj  would  repine  at  the  Employ^ 
■  tr/g  that  Money ^  which  was  rais'*d  for  the 
'*  Disbanding  of  the  Arrny^  for  the  Continuance 
"  of  it. 

This  did  not  f^tisfy  the  Houfe^  and  they 
came  to  a  Refolutton^  "  That  it  was  necejfa- 
"  ry  for  the  Safety  of  his  Majejifs  Perjon^ 
'*  and  preferring  the  Peace  of  the  Government^ 
*V  That  all  Forces  raifed  Jince  the  Twenty  ninth 
"  c?/ September  1677,  jhculd  be  disbanded, ^^ 
Whereupon  that  Parliament^  which  went 
under  the  Name  of  the  PENSIONER- 
PARLIAMENT,  was  dijfohed. 

The  new  Parlian/cnt^  which  met  on  the 
Firft  of  March  following,  had  the  fame  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  ReguLtr  Troops,  Nioney  was 
given  to  disband  them ,  and  the  Act  di- 
rected, That  it  fhouid  be  paid  into  the 
Chamber  of  London^  and  Commlffioners  of 
their  own  were  appointed  to  fee  it  apply'd 
to  that  Vfe,  Whatever  Diffidence  of  the 
Aj/?^  this  might  imply,  I  do  not  find  that 
ANY  MEMBER  loft  his  LIBERT Y 
for  FREEDOM  OF  SPEECH  on 
that  Occafion.  The  Opinion  that  Parlia- 
ment had  of  a  Standing  Army  Jippears  in. 
the  RcjJution  they  came  to,  *'  That  the 
*'  Continuance  of  Standing  Forces  in  .this  A'a- 
**  tion,  other  than  the  Mtlt'ta^  jvas  illegal^  and. 
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^'  a  great  GrievAfice  and  Vexation  to   the  PeO" 
"  pie.  " 

I  fhall  now  take  Leave  to  confider  the 
Ari^uments  advanced  for  continuing  SIX- 
TEEN THOUSAND,  THREE 
HUNDRED,  FORTY  SEVEN 
M  E  N,   for  the  enfuing  Year. 

It  is  faid, 

THAT  there  is  a  Diftfecfed  Party  in  the 
Kjngdoyyiy  which  males  an  Army  nece(^ary. 

If  this  Argument  will  prevail,  'tis  ftrange 
it  has  not  prevaiPd  for  Six  Hundred  Tears 
pad  ;  fince  no  Period  within  that  Time  can 
be  aflign'd,  wherein  this  Argument  was  not 
as  lirong,  as  in  the  prefent. 

During  the  long  Contro^'erfy  between  the 
Houfes  of  I'ork  and  Lanc&fler  touching  the 
Right  of  Succejjiony  (in  which  each  Side  had 
its  Turn  of  being  Vppermoli  )  one  would 
think,  it  fliould  have  been  natural  for  the 
prevailing  Party^  in  order  to  their  Security, 
to  have  infiifed  on  the  Continuance  of  their 
Regular  Troops^  at  leaft  for  a  Time.  There 
was  A  PRETENDER  to  the  Crown, 
who  had  a  firong  Party  in  the  Nation,  and 
the  Government  was  infecure  till  the  Spi- 
rit of  Rehellton  was  fupprefs'^d.  It  might 
then  with  an  Appearance  of  Reafon  have 
been  infilled  on.  That  the  Taxes  on  the 
Dijaffecied  fliould  be  tncreas'^d^  that  thofe, 
who  occafion'd  the  Expence,  fliould  bear  the 
Burthen,  till  the  Dnnger  was  over. 

Why 
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why  thisufort  of  ReAfom^g  did  not  then 
prevail,  is  obvious.  They  faw  it  was  u^- 
fafe  to  truft  any  Prince,  even  ONE  OF 
THEIR    OWN    SETTING    UP, 

with  fuch  a  Poiver^  which  if  ill  apply'd  might 
enjlave  them. 

Another  Period  of  Time  I  fliall  take 
Notice  of  is,  that  oi Qtteen  Eliz.ahetlj's  Reign. 
The  DiJajfeBion  to  Her  in  the  Beginning  of 
it  was  greaty  occafion'd  by  the  Reformation 
in  Religion y  "and  the  AfPii:atiGn  of  Ecclefi.ijli' 
cat  Revenues  to  Secular  Vfes.  Many  Plots 
there  were  againft  her  Life.  Spain 
(one  of  the  orajpsl:  Powers  in  Europe  at 
tiiat  Time)  attempted  an  Invasion, 
and  a  more  proper  Jan6lure  could  not  have 
happened,  wherein  to  have  ask'd  for  an  Ar- 
my, '6\ity  inltead  of  that,  the  grearc/r  Pa-zt 
of  the  Forces  then  got  together,  to  oppoje 
the  I  N  V  A  b  I  o  N  confifted  of  Militia, 
and  as  foon  as  the  A  r  m  a  d  o  was  jcntter- 
eii,  the  Arrnji  was  disbanded.  That  Queen 
being  fcnfible,  that  the  true,  the  only,  Suf- 
porf^ot'  the  (Jrown^  was  the  Good-mil  and  Af- 
feciiciisoi  the  Peoph* 

Another  Argument  brought  for  the  Cdnti- 
vumce.  of  the  Army  is, 

THAT  the  Denying  it-  does  infnuxie  a, 
DijlrtlH  of  his  Majefy. 

How  difingenuous  and  unparliamentary 
a  Way  of  Arguing  this  15,  let  Gentlemen 
•   :  .  "  '  ;)udge. 
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judge.  For  to  draw  tlj.n  facred  Nume  in- 
to a  Debatey  mult  put  every  Body  to  Pain, 
who  takes  the  o^he?'  Side  of  the  Quefiion^  in 
Regard  it  may  be  conftrued ,  that  the 
jlro^^ger  the  Argument  is,  the  greater  is  the 
Di'Jriisi, 

But  this  Re^foning^  in  my  Opinion,  turns 
quite  mother  iVay^  and  iniiead  of  implying 
a  Dtjlnilly  argues  the  grt.it tit  Regard  to  the 
Safety  of  fe  Majeft/s  Ferfon  and  Govern- 
ment. Who  can  anfwer  for  the  Caprice  of  an 
Armjy  when  once  ejiMijIfd? 

Although  no  Man  living  has  a  greater 
Efteem  than  my  felf  for  th^^fe  honourable  Gen- 
tlemen^  who  have  with  fo  much  Brewery 
ferv'd  their  Country  in  a  Military  fVay,  nor 
Hiall  any  Man  go  further  in  rewarding  their 
Services  ;  yet  the  common  Experience  of 
Mankind  demonjirates^  That  it  is  not  rea- 
fonable  to  cxpecl  an  Jrrny  ihould  be  always 
in  the  fime  Humour.  A  V  G  V  S  T  V  S 
C  jE  S  a  R  liv'd  in  great  Feace  and  Seen- 
curity  with  the  Pr^torian  Bands^, 
which  had  put  an  End  to  the  ROMAN 
LIBERTIES.  But  the  Cafe  was  dife^ 
rent  with  his  Succejfors.  For  of.  Twenty  Six 
Emperors,  no  lefs  than  Sixteen  were  pull'*d 
to  pieces  by  their  own  Soldiers,  Did  not  the 
Army_  here  in  Engl  an  d^  in  the  T  i  m  e  s  of 
U^UK.  p  ATI  o  N,  i^  I  may  be  allow'd  to 
name  them,  in  a  fiiort  Snace  change  the 
Go'uernm'ent  into  Ten  feveral  Fc?rwif  SVhac 
Tnat?nm  did  theiV//>/^f7?/-,  who  h^id  rais'^d 
....I  and 
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and  fupported  them,  meet  with  from  them  ? 
They  hefett  the  Houfe^  repuls'd  Ma^r^  Members 
who  would  have  come  in.  Others  they  drag- 
ged out  even  by  the  Legs,  and  at  length 
they  were  All  turned  oat,  and  the  Doors 
fhut  up.  I  fay  this  with  the  more  Jjfu- 
ranee y  having  had  the  Account  from"  an 
Honourable  Perf'on^  lately  dead^  who  was 
an  Eye-witnefs  of  it.  This  Jrmy^  'tis  true, 
(which  confifted  of  about  SE  V  E  N  F  E  BN 
THOUSAND  MEN)  afterwards 
brought  in  Kjng  Charles  the  Second.  But 
that  Prince  foon  disbanded  them,  being  well 
aware,  that  the  fame  Army^  which  brought 
him  in^  fliould  their  Minds  change,  might 
again  turn  him  out. 

This  Objechony  drawn  from  a  DifiruH  of 
his  Maje/lj,  deferves  another  Name,  ' Tis  an 
honeli^  'tis  a  reafonable^  Jealoufy  of  the  grow- 
in<r  Power  of  the  Crown,  which  thofe,  that 
went  before  us,  always  avo)v*d.  May  it 
not  with  Parity  of  Reafon  be  faid,  That 
becaufe  I  will  not  conjent^  that  the  IsJ'f^g 
iliall  by  his  Proclamation  raife  Money  with- 
out Parliament^  that  this  is  a  DifiruH  of  his 
Majcfiy  ?  Becaufe  I  will  not  confent  to  give 
up  Magna  Chart a^  and  accept  of  a  new  Pa* 
tent  at^  Pleafure,  may  not  this  likewife  be 
call'd  a  DifiruH  of  his  Majefij  ?  But,  fup- 
pofe  from  an  Opinion  of  the  Firtue  o(  the 
Troops ;  from  an  Opinion,  that  Men  in  Power 
will  not  make  an  ///  Vfe  of  it ;  that  thofe^ 
who  may  be  MafierSy  will  choofe  to  conti- 
nue 
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nue  Servants ;  that  Men  under  the  fams 
Circum(litnces  will  not  do  the  fame  Things  • 
and  that  we  fhould  confent  for  ourfelves^ 
to  depofre  our  Liba'ties  in  their  Hands  for  a 
while ;  will  any  one  fay,  that  we  have  an 
Authority  alfo  to  confent  on  the  Behalf  of^ 
thofe  we  Reprefent  ?  A  Stnn  of  Money^ .  a 
Jewels  or  other  valuable  Things  is  commit- 
ted to  my  Care ;  I,  without  the  Owner^s  Con* 
fentj  leave  it  in  the  Pojfefflon  of  another ;  al- 
though the  Perfon  with  whom  I  left  it, 
does  not  adually  embezzle  the  Money ^  or 
detain  the  fewel,  yet  do  I  break  my  TruFt 
by  putting  it  into  his  Power  fo  to  do. 

It  is  felf  evident^  that  by  keeping  up  fuch 
a  Number  of  Forces,  who  may,  when  they 
are  difpofed,  controul  the  Power  of  the 
Civil  Magi/Irate,  that  the  Strength  and  Se- 
curity  of  our  Confitution  is  at  an  End,  and 
that  we  have  no  other  Rule  of  Government: 
left,  than  Will  and  Pleafure.  The  Notion- 
I  have  of  S  L  A  V  E  R  Y  is  the  being  fub- 
jeQed  to  the  Will  of  another ;  and.  notwith- 
fkanding  the  Rod  be  not  always  on  my 
Back,  or  the  Dragoon  in  my  Houfe  ;  yet, 
if  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  prevent  its 
being  fo,  I  am  no  longer  free.  After 
AVGVSrvS  had  eftabliflied  his 
Eight  Thousand  Regular. 
Troops,  the  Roman  Confiitution  was  as 
much  ac  an  End,  as  it  was  in  N  E  R  O's 
Time.  Although  the  TYRANNY 
was  not  by  JVGVSTVS  exercis'd, 
D  '  with 
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with  the  like  Severity  it  was  by  his  5«r- 
cejfors ;  yet,  from  the  Time  his  Power  be- 
came irrefifiible ,   the    /I  0  M  A  N  S    were 

Slaves, 

Jnother  Argument  us'd  for  thU  Number  of 
Troops  is, 

THAT  there  are  no  Thoughts  of  EJIa- 
hlijhif/g  them,  hut  or?lj  ContintUf^g  them 
for  A  Tear, 

If  the  Notion  be  true,  which  no  Gentle- 
mm  ill  the  Debate  has  denfd.  That  the 
Number  of  difciplin'd  Men  now  contended  for, 
are  fufficient  to  dilate  to  the  gre.it eft  Num- 
ber undlfcipltn'^d ;  I  defire  to  know  who 
fhall   dare    to  bid    them   <ro  Home  ?     'Tis 

o 

faid  indeed  the  Parliament  will  not  provide 
for  them  :  Why  may  not  they  then,  as 
others  in  their  Circumflances  have  done, 
PROVIDE  FOR  THEMSELVES? 
Is  it  reafonable  to  think,  that  Men  will 
jlarve  with  Swords  in  their  Hands  ? 

I  am  fenfible,  that  I  have  too  much 
trefpajfed  on  Gentlemen'' s  Patience,  I  fliall 
fay  na  more,  but  that  Bodies  Political,  as 
well  as  natural,  have  thetr  Periods  :  G  O- 
V  E  R  N  M  E  N  T  S  mull  die,  as  well  as 
Men;  Ours  is  grown  old  and  crazy,  and 
though  She  has  furvn^d  her  Neighbours,  )  et 
I  fear  her  DAY  approaches. 


A 
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SPEECH 

AGAINST 

Comimting  theKxm^\&c- 

As  it  was 

Spoken  the  yth  Day  of  Deccmher^  1717. 

I  N    T  H  E 

Houfe  of  Commons. 

By  Sir  T^  //^1  Bart. 

SIR, 
tmmm  cannot  forbear  troublhg  you  with 
^I'^'li  a  few  Words  upon  r/^/^  6V/^ja?,  thu 
IIt^II  I  can  neither  flatter  luyielf  with 
lbi»^  the  Hopes  of  convincing  my  Vm, 
nor  pretend  to  be  able  to  offer  a?jy  iy^;g 
to  your  Coafideration,  which  feas  not  m  « 


\ 


(    28    ) 

letter  Manner  been  urged  already.  But  1 
am  truly  concerned  for  the  Mifchiefs^  which 
I  think  we  are  giving  Way  to;  and  if  I 
cannot  prevent  them,  it  will  be  a  SatJsfaciion 
to  iP.e  at  kail  to  frotejl  againfl:  them. 

All  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  m  this 
rehare,^  have,  for  their  different  Opmions, 
agreed-  in-che  Thing,  to  prefs  very  much  the 
J.rguthem  of  Da:^ger,  and  the  only  Que  ft  ton 
IS  on  which  Slue  the  D Anger  lies  ;  whether 
to  the  Government  without  a  Military 
Forge  to  fuppprt  it,  or  to  .the  Conftitution 
and  Liberties  of  Great  -  Britain  from  that 
Military  Force,  if  it  be  allow'd  to 
(Continue  in  it. 

As  to  the  Dan7Prs,  ^)l^hich  threaten  the 
Government,  I  think  I  aqa  HOt  willing  to 
overlook  them.  But  I  hope  wc  m^y  be  ^.v- 
cus'd,  if  we  cannot  be  convinced  of  Dangers 
which  no  Man,  that  I  hear,  pretends  to 
explain  to  us.,       ,> ,        '  \ 

Abroad  the  State  and  Ctrcnmllances  of  Eu» 
rope  happen  to  be  fuch,    that  f  think  it  is 
hard  to  fuppofe  a  Time  poiTible,  when  there 
JQiall  be  lefts  'Abearance,  or  Jpprehenfwn,  of  any 
immediate  Difturbance  to  tht^s  Kjng'dom,     The 
three  great  Powers,  thofe  which  are  moft  con- 
ftderabiein  themfelves,  and  of  neareft  Concern 
to  us,  I  -mean,  tlie  E/npire,  France  and   Hol- 
land, are  fo  far  from  being  at  any  En?mty  with 
us,  that  they  are  all  of  them  our  ftaft  Friends 
and  Jllies,  at  leaft  we  are  told  (o,  and  hear 
yery  often  a  great  deal  of  boajling  upon  thac 

Sl(hU^. 


C  ^9  ) 

StihjeB^  whenever  the  Admimfimtion  of  the 
Government  is  to  be  extolPdy  and  the  Me- 
rits of  it  are  to  be  fet  forth  to  us.  Upon 
thofe  Oc capons  we  hear  of  nothing,  but  the 
tvife  and  ujeful  Treaties,  which  have  been 
made  ;  the  great  Jnjluencey  which  we  have 
acqair'd  in  foreign  Courts  and  Councils ;  and 
the  [olid  Foundations,  which  are  laid  for  our 
Security.  But,  when  in  Confequence  of  thefe 
great  Things,  we  come  to  talk  of  reducing 
Forces  \  then  I  obferve  the  Language  is  quite 
turned  the  other  Way ;  then  wc  are  in  the 
tveakefi  andmofi  insecure  Condition  imaginable; 
there  is  no  Dependence  upon  any  Thing,  and 
we  muft  even  be  thought  dtfaffecled  to  the 
Government,  if  we  will  not  believe,  that  we 
are  ^ur rounded  on  all  Sides  with  the  greatejt 
Dangers, 

But,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  Contrarieties 
and  Contradictions,  I  think  we  need  not  be 
at  any  Lofs  what  our  ConduB  ought  to  be ; 
if  we  will  but  have  Regard  to  tdofe  plain 
Rules  and  Maxims,  which  have  always  been 
obferv'd  in  the  like  Cafes  with  that,  which 
is  now  before  us, 

It  \vould  certainly  be  an  endlefs  Thing, 
for  an  Houfe  of  Commons  to  enter  into  the 
SECRETS  OF  STATE,  and  to  de- 
bate upon  the  different  Vtervs,  and  hiterefis, 
and  Intrigues  oi  foreign  Courts  ;  what  Jealou' 
fies  are  among  them,  and  what  Treaties  are 
on  foot  to  reconcile  them.  If  we  tzk^  fucb 
Things  into  our  CcnfiderationSf  to  guide  us  in 

Quejitcns 
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'Qtieftions  concerning  our  own  Guards  and 
GAYrijons  lere  at  home,  we  fliall  be  in  a 
Lcibyrinth  indeed,  and  nauft  be  compell'd  at 
lafl  to  put  an  ahfolute  Trufi  in  the  Govern- 
went  ;  becaufe  they  only  know  the  Truth  of 
iuch  Maters^  and  from  them  we  muft  be  con- 
tent to  receive  whatfoever  Account  they 
think  fit  to  give  us  of  them.  But  the  on- 
ly Thing  froper  for  us  to  look  to  is,  what 
is  plain  and  oi^vious  to  the  Senfe  of  all  Man- 
kind, I  mean,  When  are  the  Times  of  prefent 
Peace,  There  need  no  Refine?nents  of  Poli- 
ticks  to  know  that,  and  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  during  fuch  Times  of  Peace,  no 
remote  Fears^  no  Arguments  drawn  from  Con- 
tingencies of  what  may  be  hereafter,  have 
ev^er  yet  brought  this  Nation,  into  a  Con- 
cijjion  fo  fatal  to  Liberty^  as  the  Keeping  up 
of  Standing  forces,  wh.en  there  is  no  other 
Employment  for  them,  but  to  infult  and  opprefs 
their  Fe/low- Subjects.  I  fay  there  has  hitherto 
been  no  Precedent  of  that  kind,  and  the  Mif- 
fortune  of  this  Cafe  is,  there  will  need  but 
One  Precedent  in  it ;  One  wrong  Step  taken 
in  this  Particular,  may  put  an  End  to  all 
vour  CLAIMS  OF  RIGHTS  AND 
PRIVILEGES. 

And  on  the  other  Hand  I  beg  it  may  not 
be  taken  for  granted,  that,  if  we  difmifs 
our  Soldiers,  we  fliall  therefore  leave  our- 
felves  naked,  and  void  of  all  Protection  againfl: 
any  fudden   Danger^  that  miy  a  rife.     No, 

Sir, 
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Sir,  VrovUencehdiS  given  us  the  heJfProtecrioff; 
if  we  do  not  foolilhly  throw  away  the  Be- 
nefit of  it.  Our  Situatio^i ,  that  is  our  ;;^///- 
ral  Proteciior/ ;  Our  Fleet  is  our  Proteciion  ; 
and,  if  we  could  ever  be  fo  happy,  as  to  fee 
it  rightly  purfued,  A  GOOD  AGREE- 
MENT BETWIXT  THE  KING 
AND  PEOPLE,  uniting  and  aQing 
together  in  ONE  NATIONAL  IN- 
TEREST, would  be  fuch  a  Proteciion^  as 
noneof  o//r  Fmmits  Vvould  ever  ho^t  to  break 
through. 

It  is  a  very  melancholy  Thing  to  me  to 
hear  any  other  Notions  of  Goojernmrnt  ad- 
vanced here  ;  and  that  his  Mnjefty,  either 
from  his  private  or  his  Gentrd  Council,  fhould 
ever  upon  this  Subject  have  any  Thing  /;;- 
cuicated  to  him,  but  this  ore.tt  Truth.  That 
the  True  and  Only  Support  of 
AN  ENGLISH  PRINCE  Does,^ 
AND  Ought  to  Consist  in  the* 
Affections  of  HIS  PEOPLE. 
It  is  That  fhould  (Iren^then  his  Hands  ;  it  is 
That  Ibould  give  Him  Credit  and  Authori- 
ty in  the  Eyes  of  other  Nations  ;  and  to 
think  of  do  frig  of  it  by  keeping  up  a  Num- 
ber of  Land  Forces  here  at  Home,  fuch  a 
Nu'fhher^  as  can  have  any  Awe  or  Frtjluencz 
over  the  great  Pmvers  on  the  Continent^  is, 
I  think,  one  of  the  n-ildcf}  h-naginations,  that 
ever  entered  into  the  Heart  of  M.i^,  The 
enlj  Strength    of  ;/.;/  Nation    muii    always 

con- 
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COnfiii  in  the  Riches  of  it ;  Riches  rtiuft  be 
the  Fruits  of  Puhlick  Liberty ;  and  the  PeO" 
fie  can  neither  acquire  Riches,  nor  the  Kj»g 
have  the  Vje  of  them,  but  by  a  Govern- 
ment founded  tn  their  Inclinatiom  and  Ajfe- 
ciions. 

If  this  be  true^  then  of  Confequence  it 
follows,  That  whoever  advifes  his  Majcfty 
to  aim  at  any  Additional  Security  to  him- 
felf  from  a  Standing  Army,  inftead  of  tn- 
creafmg  his  Strength,  does  really  diminijh  it, 
and  undermine  his  true  Support,  by  robbing 
him  of  the  Hearts  of  his  Subjecfs.  For  this 
I  take  for  granted,  that  as  there  are  but 
trvo  Ways  of  Governing,  the  one  by  Force,  and 
the  other  by  the  Jffeciions  of  the  People  go- 
verned^ it  is  impoilible  for  any  Prince  to 
have  them  bothi  He  mull  choofe  which  of 
the  two  he  will  flick  to ;  for  he  can  have 
jDUt  one.  If  he  is  Mijhr  of  their  JffeS^ions, 
he  (lands  in  no  need  of  Force ;  and  if  he 
will  make  'Vfe  of  Force^  it  is  in  vain  for 
him  to  expeci  their  Affections i  For  it  is  not 
in  Nature,  and  it  can  never  be  brough  tto 
pafs,  that  ^.^Vi  can  Love  a  Government^  un- 
der which  they  are  loaded  with  heavy  Taxes, 
and  pay  a  confiderable  Part  of  their  Ffiates 
to  maintain  an  Army,  which  i-nfults  them 
in  the  PoiTefTion  of  the  P^efi,  and  can  turn 
them  out  of  the  Whole ,  when- ever  they 
pleaje. 

With 


"With  SubmifHon  therefore  the  Argument 
is  taken  by  the  wrong  End,  when  it  is  fa  id, 
There  are  great  Animofities  in  the  Kingdom^ 

the  People  are  difajfected^  and  upon  that  Ac^ 
count  there  is  a  Necefjttj  of  keeping  up  an 
Jrmy,  It  concludes  much  righler  the  oZ-Z^t-r 
TF^y;  that  is,  Difmifs  your  Army ^  and  give  no 
other  Caufe  of  Sufpicion^  tliat  ^zy'  P^r^  of  the 
CoKftttution  is  to  be  invaded,  and  the  People 
will  be  ivell-n-ffecfed.  Upon  any  other  foot, 
than  this,  W;.?f  MINISTER  will  ever 
care,  whether  he  does  n^ht  or  rvrona  ?  it  is 
not  his  Concern,  whether  the  People  are  eajy 
or  uneajy ;  his  ^r;^;j  is  his  Dependence :  Nay, 
and  the  more,  by  his  mcked  Councels^  he  exaf-' 
psr.ttes  and  inrages  the  People^  xX\q  ftronger  he 
makes  his  Pretence  for  maintaining  and  in- 
creafing  r/;.?^  Army,  which fupport shim. 

What  I  have  faid,  I  confefs,  goes  upon  a 
Suppofition^  that  the  Numbers  contained  in  the 
Efi tm.it e^  and  in  the  Qusfiion  before  you,  do 
make  an  Army^  formidable  enough,  and  able 
to  enjlcLiJe  this  Nation)  of  which  indeed  therei 
remains  no  Doubt  with  me.  In  the  Manner 
thofe  Forces  ate  confiituted,  I  think,  a  Prince^ 
who  would  jvijh  to  be  arbitrary,  could  ^^/re 
no  more;  and  it  he  had  all  the  Power  in  his 
Hands,  I  think,  for  his  orvn  faks,  he  would 
ktep  no  more. 

Of  what  Nature  the  Re du^ ions  have  been, 
other  Gentlemen  have  fo  fully  explairPd^  and 
I  believe  it  is  fa  generally  UnderfiooH,  thit  it 
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will  be  needlefs  for  me  to  dwell  upon  it. 
But  the  Short  of  the  Cdfe  is  this,  That,  out 
of  Thirty  Two  Thousand  Men, 
thirteen  Regiments  only  have  been  disbanded^ 
which  do  not  amount  to  more  than  fve  or 
fix  ThoufdTid^  befides  a  few  Invalids,  which 
were  taken  from  the  Efl/ihlijfjment  of  the 
Army,  and  put  upon  the  E/l-ahl/ff:;ment  of  the 
^HoJpiiaL  So  that  there  are  the  Corps  now 
fubfifling  of  more  than  Twenty  Five 
Thousand  Men,  which  Corps  may  be 
filled  up  to  their  eraire  Complement,  when- 
foever  the  Government  pleafes,  and  that 
even  without  any  Noife,  or  Notice  taken. 
For  the  Cafe  is  very  different  in  that  refpeci, 
where  the  Regiments  B.vQfew,  and  thofe  kept 
compleat.  There,  if  the  Numbers  allowed  by 
^^  of  Parliament  are  exceeded^  it  muft  be  by 
raifmg  new  Regiments,  which  is  eafily  feen 
and  known.  But  where  the  Corps  are  kept 
up  with  only  a  few  Men  in  them,  and  fome 
Recruits  will  always  be  neceffary  for  them, 
there,  if  the  Government  is  willing  to  be  at 
the  Charge^  they  may  keep  the  Numbers  up 
to  what  they  pleafe,  and  it  is  impolTible  to 
know  when  the  Rarliamen':ary  Standard  is 
exceeded,  and  when  not.  Thus  therefore 
Hands  our  Account,  In  the  ////  Rlue,  the 
Publickistopay  EIGHTEEN  THOU- 
SAND MEN;  in  the  next  Place  the 
Number  o{  effeciive  Men  is  to  be  SIXTEEN 
THOUSAND     THREE      HUN- 

DRED 
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DRED    FORTY   SEVEN;    and   if 

thofe  are  not  fufficiem  to  exe^cife  Dcmtmo',% 
over  us ;  yet,  in  the  manmr  they  are  kept 
together,  they  are  equivalent  to  T  W  E  N- 
TI  FIVE  THOUSAND  MEN; 
the  Charge  is  mco^Jiderahly  lefsy  and  the  'Ter^ 
ror,  which  is  the  mam  Things  is  not  at  all 
abated. 

For  the  .taking  this  dangerous  Stepy  the 
only  Jufiification  I  hear  G-eritlernen  offer  for 
themfelves,  the  only  Shelter  they  fly  to,  is 
the  great  Confidence,  which  is  to  be  repofed  in 
his  Majejlfs  jttfi  and  gracious  Intentions :  Of 
thofe  I  will  entertain  no  Doubt ;  I  believe  his 
Majeftyh  too  good  to  bQ  fufpecfed  of  any  arbi^ 
trary  Defigns.  But  yet  there  is  a  general  Suf- 
picion^  which  I  will  never  be  ajhamed  or  af/aiii 
to  oivn\  becaufe  it  is  a  Sufpicion  interwoven  in 
oar  Confiitution\  it  is  a  Sujpiciony  upon  which 
our  LrtH'/,  our  Parliament ^  and  every  Part  of 
our  Government  is  founded-^  which  is,  Thar 
too  much  Power  lodged  in  the  Crown ^  (abjlracl- 
ing  from  the  Per(on,  that  wears  it)  will  at 
fome  Time  or  other  be  abufed  in  the  Exer^ 
cife  of  it,  and  can  never  long  confijl  with  the 
natural   Riohts    and    Liberties    of  Mankind. 

o 

And  therefore  whatever  Opinions  we  have  of 
his  Majejly'*s  Goodnefsy  and  how  ?nuch  foever 
he  dejerves  them,  \Jt  fhould  ftili  confidcr, 
that  in  this  Place  we  are  under  a  dijiinci  Du- 
ty to  our  Country,  and  by  that  Duty  we  fliould 
be  as  incapable  of  giving  up  fuch  an  unwar- 

rantahls 
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rmt(ihle  Tmfi,  as  his  Majejljiy  I  am  perjiva^ 
dedy  would  be  incapable  of  abufmg  it,  if  he 
had  it  in  his  Hands.  Thofe  we  reprefent  \yill 
expe5fy  and  they  ought  to  expe^i^  from  us, 
that  they  fhould  not  only  continue  to  enjoy 
what  belongs  to  them,  as  E  NG  LIS  HME  N\ 
but  that  they  fhould  hold  it  ft  ill  by  the  fame 
Tenure.  Their  Efiates^  their  Lives,  and  their 
Liberties  they  have  hitherto  pojfefs'^d,  as  their 
Rights,  and  it  would  be  a  very  great  and  a 
fad  Change,  and  fuch  as  (hall  never  have  my 
Confent  along  with  it,  to  make  them  only 
Tenants  at  Will  for  them . 


THE 
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THE 

REASONS 


Given  by  the  LORDS,  who 

Protcfted  againft  the   BILL    for 
funijhirjg  Mutiny  a?jd  Dejertion. 

pie  Jovis,  20°,  Februaiii,   1717. 

The  Que fl ion  was  put,  That  it  he  an  In^ 
[truBion  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  the  Bill,  Entitled,  An  A8: 
for  punifliing  Mutiny  and  Defertion, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army 
and  their  Qiiarters,  fiands  committed  ; 
That  they  do  provide^  that  no  Punifimef^/t 
jhall  be  inflicted  at  any  Court  Martial,  which 
(lull  extend  to  Life  or  Li?nb, 

Jt  was  Refolved  in  the  Negative, 

Diffentient. 
I.  T3  Ecaufe  the  Exercife  of  Martial  Law 
J3  ^^  ^*"^^  0^  Peace,  with  fuch  Power, 
as  is  given  by  this  Bill  to  infii£l  Punifhments 
extending  to  Life  and  Limb,  was  not  in  the 
firft  Year  of  this  Reign,  nor  hath  in  any 
former  Reign  been  allowed  within  this 
Kingdom,  by  Confent  of  Parliament ;  but 

hath 
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hath,  upon  any  Attempts  made  torrntroduce 
fuch  a  Power,  been  opposM  and  condemned 
by  Parliament,  as  repugnant  to  Mag'/ja  Charta^ 
and  inconfiftent  with  the  fundamental  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  a  free  People. 

II.  Becaufe  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfrvick  and 
that  of  "Dtrecht^  in  the  feveral  Reigns  of  King 
Wtlliam  and  Q.ueen  A/me  of  Glorious  and  Ever 
BlefTed  Memories,  no  fuch  Power  was  given 
to  any  Court  Martial ;  yet  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  Forces  then  continued  on  Foot  were 
kept  in  exaft  Difcipline  and  Order. 

III.  Becaufe  it  is  not  afcertain'd, either  by 
thisBill,or  by  any  other  known  Law  or  Rule, 
wliat  Words  or  Facbs  amount  to  Mutiny  or 
Deferrion,  or  to  an  Exciting,  Caufing,  or 
Joining  in  Mutiny ;  and  confequently  the 
Judges  of  a  Court  Martial  have  it  in  their 
Power,  to  declare  what  Words  or  Fads  they 
think  tit  to  be  Mutiny  or  Defertion,  and 
to  take  away  the  Life  of  any  Ojficer  or 
Soldier  by  fuch  an  Arbitrary  Decifion. 

IV.  Becaufe  fliould  Death  be  thought  the 
proper  PuniOiment  in  time  of  Peace  for 
Mutiny  or  Defertion,  or  even  for  the  leaft 
Difobedience  to  any  lawful  Command;  yet, 
as  vvc  conceive,  the  Nature  of  fuch  Offences 
ought  firft  to  have  been  afcertained  by  this 
Bill ;  and  the  faid  Offences  being  declared 
Capital,  the  Tryal  thereof  ought  to  have. 

been 
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been  left  to  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Law; 
in.  Confequence  whereof  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  would  upon  fuch  Tryals  have  been 
entitPd  to  all  thofe  valuable  Privileges,  which 
are  the  Birth- right  of  every  Briton,  Nor  doth 
it  appear  to  us,  That  any  Inconvenience 
could  thereby  have  arifen  to  the  Publick  ia 
time  of  Peace  :  at  lead  not  any  fuch,  as  can 
juftify  our  Depriving  the  Soldiery  of  thofe 
Legal  Rights,  which  belong  to  the  meanefh 
of  their  Fellow-Subje<5ls,  and  even  to  the 
vileft  of  Malefactors. 


Thefi  a  Motion  being  made,  A?jd  the  Qjiejilori 
being  pit^  That  tt  be  an  I?7flrncfion  to  the 
faid  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  That  they 
do  make  an  effectual  Frovifion  to  fecure  the 
Obedience  both  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers^ 
to  be  continued  by  this  Bill^  to  the  Civil 
Magifirate  according  to  Lan. 

It  n\ts  Refohed  in  the  Nez^tive, 

D/Jfentient. 

I.  Becaufe  no  Frovifion  whatfoever  is 
made  by  this  Bill  for  Securing  the  Obedi- 
ence of  the  Military  to  the  Civil  Power,  on 
which  the  Prefervation  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  depends. 

IT.  Becaufe 
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11.  Becaufe  we  conceive  that  a  great 
Number  of  armed  Men  governed  by  Mar- 
tial Law,  as  they  have  it  in  their  Powers 
fo  are  naturally  inclined  not  only  to  dif- 
obey,  but  to  infult  the  Authority  of  the 
Civil  Magiftrate ;  and  we  are  confirmed  in 
this  Opinion,  as  well  by  the  Experience  of 
what  hath  happened  here  at  Home,  as  by 
the  Hiftories  of  all  Ages  and  Nations  ; 
from  which  it  appears,  that  wherever  an 
efFeQual  Provifion  hath  not  been  made  to 
fecure  the  Obedience  of  the  Soldiers  to  the 
Laws  of  their  Country,  the  Mihtary  hath 
conflantly  fubverted  and  fwallowed  up  the 
Civil  Power. 

Devd'/?fljire^  IV.  Ehor.  Buckingham^  Angle- 
fey^  Jo.  iViaton.  North  and  Grey,  Scarf- 
daUy  Strajfordy  Poalet^  Guilford,  De- 
lorain,  Abingdon,  Dartmouth,  Belhuven, 
Jo.  London,  Hdrcourt,  Willoughhy  Br, 
Torvr^fjend ,  Boyle  ^  Brtflol  ^  C  aft  let  on, 
Foley ,  Tddcafer ,  Gower  ,  Rutland , 
Mont  joy,  Bathurf,  Lumley,  Trevor,  Bing- 
ley,  Bute,  P.  Hereford,'  Berkeley  Str, 
Northampton ,  Hay ,  Wejlon,  Manfel^ 
Fr.  Roffen.  Oxford,  Fr.  Cejlriens  ^ 
Geo.  Brtjhl,  Compton^  Majjjam,  Greemvich. 


Dk 


(  4^   ) 

^^W^^^  ^^^^W.  ^g^i^g&g 
Die  Lunz  2/[%  Februarii^   ^7^7- 

The  Qjtefiion  heifig  pit^  Whether  this 
Bill  fljall  pajs  ?    ' 

It  was  Refol'Vecl  in  the  A^r  mat  I've. 

Diffentie?2t, 

I.  T3  Ecaufe  the  Xumber  of  Sixteen  Thou^ 
JlJ  find  Three  Hundred  Forty  Seven 
Men  is  dcclar'd  neceilary  by  this  Bill.  But 
it  is  not  therein  declared,  nor  are  we  able, 
any  Way,  to  fatisfy  Ourfclves,  from  whence 
that  Neceffity  fliould  arife  :  The  Kingdom 
being  now  (God  be  prai^'d  )  in  full  Peace, 
without  any  iuit  Apprehenfion,  either  of 
Infurreftions  at  Home,  or  Invafioni  from 
Abroad. 

II.  Becaufe  (o  numerous  a  l^orce  is  near 
double  to  what  hath  ever  been  allow'd, 
within  this  Kingdom,  by  Authority  of  Par- 
liament  in  I'imes  of  publick  Tranquillity; 
:ind  being,  *as  wc  conceive,  no  Ways  ne- 
ceiTary  lo  fupporC;  may  ( we  fear )  endan- 
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?er  our  Coiiftitutlon ;  which  hath  never  yet 
f^een  entirely  fubverted,  but  by  a  Standing 
Aiiny. 

III.  Becaufe  the  Charge  of  keeping  up 
fo  great  a  Force,  ought  not  unnecefTarily  to 
be  laid  on  the  Nation,  already  o^;er-bur- 
thenM  witii  heavy  Debts ;  and  this  Charge 
we  conceive  to  be  iHll  more  unnecelTariiy 
increased  by  the  great  Number  of  O^icers, 
now  kept  on  the  EftabUlhinent,  m  Time 
of  Peace;  a  Number  tar  greater  (in  Pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  Soldiery  commanded 
by  them  )  than  hath  ever  yet  been  thought 
rcquifite  m  times  of  adual  War. 

IV.  Beciiifefach  a  Number  of  Soldiers, 
dirt-)ersM  in  (^Jarters  throughout  the  King- 
dom, may  occalion  great  Hardlhips,  and 
become  very  grievous  to  the  People,  and 
thereby  caule,or  increafe,  their  Difatfe£tion, 
and  will  probably  ruin  many  of  his  Ma)e- 
ily's  good  Subieds,  on  whom  they  fliall  be 
quartered,  and  who  have  been  already,  by 
that  Means,  greatly  impoverifli'd. 

V.  Becaufe  fuch  a  Standing  Force,  dan- 
gerous m  it  felf  to  a  Free  People  in  T'lme 
of  Peace,  is,  in  our  Opinion,  render'd  yet 
more  dangerous  by  their  being  made  lub- 
led  to  Martial  Law ;  a  Law  unknown  to 
our-Conftitution,  dellruaive  of  our  Liber- 
ties, 
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ties,  notendur'd  by  our  Anceflors,  and  ne- 
ver mention'd  in  any  of  our  Statutes,  but  in 
order  to  condemn  it. 

VI.  Becaufe  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
themfelves,  thus  fubjecled  to  Martial  Law, 
are  thereby,  upon  their  Tryals,  dive/led  of 
all  thofe  Rights  and  Privileges,  which*  ren- 
der the  People  of  this  Realm  the  Envy  of 
other  Nations,  and  become  lyable  to  fuch 
Hardfhipsand  Punifliments,  as  the  Lenity 
and  Mercy  of  our  known  Laws  utterly  dii- 
allow;  and  we  cannot  but  think  chofe  Per- 
fons  bell  preparM,and  moit  eafily  tempted,  to 
llrip  others  of  their  Rights,  who  have  alrea- 
dy loft  their  own. 

VIL  Becaufe  a  much  larger  Jurifdi£lion 
is  given  to  Courts -iVartiai  by  this  Bill, 
than  to  us  feems  neceffary  for  maintaining 
Difcipline  in  the  Army;  fuch  Jurifdiclion 
extending  not  only  to  Mutiny,  Defertion, 
Breach  of  Duty,  and  Difobedience  to  mili- 
tary Commands,  but  alfo  to  all  Immorali- 
ties, and  every  Inftance  of  Misbehaviour, 
which  may  be  committed  by  any  Officer,  or 
Soldier  towards  any  of  his  Fellow-SubjeOs: 
By  which'  Means,  the  Law  of  the  Land, 
in  Cafes  j^roper  to  be  iudg'd  by  that  alone, 
may,  bythe  fummary  Methods  of  Proceed- 
ings in  Courts-Martial,    be  obftru8ed,   or 

F  2  fuper- 
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fuperfeded;  and  many  grievous  Offences  may- 
remain  unpuniQi'd. 

VIII.  Becaufe  the  Officers  conftltuting  a 
Court  Martial  do  at  once  fupply  the  Place 
of  Judges  and  Jurymen,  and  ought  there- 
foie,  ^s  we  conceiv^e,  to  be  fworn  upon  their 
Trying  any  Offence  whatfoever,  and  yet 
it  is  provided  by  this  Bill,  that  fuch  OSi- 
cers  Ihall  be  fworn  upon  their  Trying  fuch 
Offences  only,  as  are  punifhable  by  Death ; 
tvhich  Provifion  we  apprehend  to  be  de- 
fe8:ive,  and  unwarranted  by  any  Prece- 
dent :  There  being  no  Inftance,  within  our 
Knowledge,  wherein  the  Judges  of  any 
Court,  having  Connufance  of  Capital  and 
Leffer  Crimes,  are  under  the  Obligation  of 
an  Oath,  in  refped  of  the  one,  and  not  of 
the  other. 

IX.  Becaufe  the  Articles  of  War,  thought 
neceifary  to  fecure  the  Difcipline  of  the  A  r- 
my  in  Cafes  unprovided  for  by  this  Bill, 
ought,  in  our  Opinion,  to  have  been  infertT 
ed'^therein,  in  like  Manner  as  the  Articles 
and  Orders  for  Regulating  and  Governing 
the  Navy  were  Enabled  in  the  Thirteenth 
Year  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ;  to  the 
End  that  due  Confidcration  might  have  been 
had  by  Parliament,  of  the  Ducyenjoin'd  by 
each  Article  to  the  Soldiers,  and  of  the 
Aleafure  of  their   Fuiiiihment.      Whereas 
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t]]Q  Sanfkion  of  Parliament  is  now  given  by 
this  Bill  to  what  they  have  had  no  Oppor- 
tunity to  confider. 

X.  Becaufe  the  Claufe  in  the  Bill,  ena- 
bling his  Majefty  to  eftablilTi  Articles  ot 
War,  and  erect  Courts  Martial,  with  Power 
to  try  and  determine  any  Offences,  to  be 
fpecify'd  in  fuch  Articles,  and  to  inflict  Pu- 
nilhments  for  the  fame,  within  this  King- 
dom, in  time  of  Peace,  doth,  as  we  conceive, 
in  all  thofe  Inrtances,  veft  a  fole  LegiQative 
Power  in  the  Crown  ;  which  Power,  how 
fafely  foever  it  may  be  lodg'd  with  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty,  and  how  tenderly  foever  it 
may  be  exercis'd  by  him,  may  yet  prove  of 
dangerous  Confequ'jnce,  fliould  it  be  drawn 
into  Precedent  in  future  Reigns. 

XI.  Becaufe  th^  Claufe  in  the  Bill  ai- 
ledg'd  to  be  made,  for  enabling  honcll 
Creditors  to  recover  their  )ui\  Debts  from 
Soldiers,  feems  to  us,  rather  to  give  a  Pro- 
teclion  to  the  Soldiers,  than  any  real  Ad- 
vantage to  his  Creditor,  or  other  Perfon, 
having  jull  Caufe  of  Action  againil  him. 
It  proteds  the  Perfon  of  a  Soldier  from 
Executions,  as  well  as  Mefne  Procefs,  for 
any  Debt  under  Ten  Pounds ;  and  it  pro- 
teds  tiie  Fftate  and  Eiiettj,  as  well  as  the 
Perfon,  of  every  Soldier,  from  all  other 
Suits,    but  for  Debt,    where  the  Caufe  of 
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Aclion  doth  not  amount  to  the  like  Sum. 
And  in  other  Cafes,  where  the  Caufe  of 
Aclion  exceeds  that  value,  Plaintiffs  are  in 
many  Inftances  put  under  fuch  unreafon- 
able  Difficulties,  as  we  conceive,  before 
they  can  be  allow'd  even  to  commence 
their  Suit,  that  their  bare  Compliance 
therewith  may  become  more  grievous  to 
them,  than  the  Lofs  of  their  Debt,  or  a 
quiet  SubmiiTion  to  the  Wrong  fuftained. 
By  which  iMeans,  his  Majefty's  good  Sub- 
jeds  may  be  highly  injur'd  in  their  Pro- 
perties, and  infulted  in  their  Perfons,  by 
the  Soldiery,  and  yet  be  deprived  of  the 
legal  Remedies  appointed  for  tlK  Redrefs  of 
fuch  Grievances. 


Pf^.  Ehr.  Northampton^  Strajford^  Scarfdale, 
fr.  Ceflrienf,  BrifioL,  Gower^  Greemvichy 
Comptofjy  l-'oulet,  Boyle^  Tadcajler,  Bute, 
Guilford^  Litchjield^  Hxrcoart^  North 
and  Grey^  ^oley^  Hay,  Map?fel,  Dart- 
nwuthy  Bathurft,  P.  Hereford,  Fr,  Roffen. 
iVeJfo/f,   Trevory  Oxford,  Ahingdon, 
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